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The Application for Certificate of Title (Form 
HSMV 82040) is a communication to us from 
your customer regarding how they want 
their vehicle titled and registered.
The application includes the customer’s 
personal information, vehicle information, 
and important transfer/sale/lien information.
Never use the application that is printed on 
the out-of-state title.
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Every title presented for transfer must have a 
properly completed Application for Title. 

A signature is required for each applicant 
regardless of the conjunction used, “OR” vs. 
“AND”. Each applicant must physically sign 
the application, or the application may be 
signed by Power of Attorney.

Let’s review each section of the application!



Section 1 is all about the applicant(s)
1. If vehicle is going into an owner and co-owner name, indicate how names are to be joined 
on title here (if neither box is checked, applicants will be joined by the “AND” conjunction).
2. Owner’s name as it appears on identification must be entered here. Also indicate their date 
of birth, gender and FL DL/ID number (if applicable).  
3. Enter owner’s mailing address in 
this section.
4. Enter owner’s physical address in 
this section.
5. This section is only filled out for mobile 
homes.  Must list mobile home physical 
address.  If mobile home is in a rental 
park, box must be checked.

Application for Title
HSMV 82040



Section 2 – Vehicle/Vessel Information

1. Enter VIN, make, year, body type, color and FL title number (if 
applicable) in this section. USE COLOR CODES (“Unknown” is NOT 
a color) DO NOT USE MANUFACTURER’S COLORS (Stone/Paprika)

2. If vehicle is coming from another state, enter the previous state in this section.

3. If customer has a plate to transfer, enter plate number to transfer here. If their license plate was lost, enter the license plate number 
and the word “replace”.  If requesting a new plate, indicate “NEW” in this section.  If customer is not requesting a registration, enter “title 
only”.  

4. Enter weight of vehicle here.

5. This section is used for vessels, travel trailers or mobile homes.  Enter length of vessel, travel trailer or mobile home here.

6. This section would be used for motorcycles, in lieu of the weight.  Enter the brake horsepower or the cubic centimeters for the 
motorcycle.

7. For heavy trucks, owners must declare a GVW in this section. This is not the GVWR.

8. For vans, owners must declare whether the van is a passenger van or a cargo van in this section
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Legislation required that the color of a vehicle to be 
listed on its registration. The following three letter 
codes are to be used on the application for title.

Applications submitted with no color listed or the 
color listed as “UNKNOWN” will not be processed.

Vehicles with more than one color should be 
separated by a slash (/). Example: BLU/WHI

Color Codes



Section 2 – Vehicle/Vessel Information

9. This section is only completed for vessel transactions.  Owners must declare the vessel 
type, hull material, propulsion, fuel and use of the vessel by checking the applicable 
box or specifying the answer in each section. 
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Section 3 – Brands, Usage, and Type 
Here you will indicate the vehicle use type.  For most vehicles, the use will be 
private.  Also indicate any brands associated with the vehicle in this section.
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Section 5 – Transfer Type 

Indicate how vehicle was acquired in this section. Dealerships typically use “sale”.

Also indicate the date of sale/acquired.
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Section 6 – Odometer Declaration

The applicants must declare their mileage in this section.  The odometer reading, the odometer date 
read, and the odometer status must be indicated in this section.  

Note: Section 6 is an Odometer Declaration – do not confuse this with a Disclosure. 

An Odometer Declaration is simply a statement of a vehicle's mileage as indicated by its odometer. 

An Odometer Disclosure Statement is a legally binding document that provides accurate mileage on 
the odometer at the time the vehicle transferred from the seller to the purchaser.
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Section 7 is all about your dealership

Enter the amount of tax collected in this section.  This amount should match the amount of tax 
collected on the last reassignment on the title or reassignment supplement form.  

Dealers must enter their FL sales tax registration number, the date of sale, their dealer license number 
and the amount of tax collected in this section.  Dealers must also sign in this section.

For any vehicle traded in, indicate the trade-in information in this section. If there was no trade, enter 
“NO TRADE”.
Nothing here should be omitted. If this section is not signed, we cannot process the transaction. 
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Section 8 – Motor Vehicle Identification Number (VIN) Verification
Complete this section for all used out-of-state vehicles being transferred and titled in 
Florida. This section must contain the signature and printed name of the individual that 
physically verified the VIN number on the vehicle.
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Section 9 – Sales tax exemption certification

Complete this section if the applicant is exempt from sales tax.  This includes even trades and trade downs as no sales tax is 
collected.

- Lease transactions will require this section to be completed by the lessor. 

Consumer’s Certificate of Exemption Number – granted to non-profit organizations and government entities (exempts them 
from having to pay sales tax).

Sales Tax Registration Number – allows dealers or leasing companies to collect, accrue and remit taxes.

Is the transaction tax exempt? There is a “other” box available for any explanation you have for the exemption. Explanations 
will be noted in the system by our customer service representative upon transfer.
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Section 10 – Repossession Declaration

If you have repossessed a vehicle, you will use this section to declare that the vehicle is 
already in your possession and that you are requesting a Certificate of Title in the name of your 
dealership.

Check the top box for repossession transactions involving motor vehicles. 
Check the 2nd box from top for repossession transactions involving vessels.
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Section 11 - Non-Use and Other Certifications

The top box would be checked if the customer is stating title is lost or destroyed. This is mainly used on deceased 
owner transactions.
The 2nd box from the top would be checked if the customer is requesting a title only transaction with no registration 
for a motor vehicle. (Non-use affidavit)
The 3rd box from top would be checked if customer is requesting a title only transaction with no registration for a 
vessel. Non-use Affidavit)

NOTE – if a vehicle is issued a temporary tag, the title only option is not allowed unless a letter of authorization is 
obtained from the Regional DMV Compliance office. If the customer does not intend to register the vehicle, no 
temporary tag should be issued.
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Section 12 - Application Attestment and Signatures

All applicant(s) must sign and date in this section regardless of the conjunction used 
to join owner names (“AND” or “OR”).
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Section 13 – Release of Spouse/Heirs Interest

1. On deceased owner transactions, name of deceased must be entered.  Must indicate if there is a will or not.  If 
title is lost or destroyed, it may be indicated in this section.  

2. If heirs are signing over interest to just one heir, they would sign and print their names in this section.

3.Applicant’s name would be entered in this section for deceased transactions only.

Dealerships may request to have the client get the
title in their name first. Doing so will ease the 
paperwork that they would otherwise need to be 
submitted.

Refer to Motor Vehicle Procedure TL-18 for more 
information.
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